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The Credibility of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles ; 
being the Hulsean Lectures for 1900-1901. By Frederick 
Henry Chase, D.D., President of Queen's College and 
Norrisian Professor of Divinity, Cambridge. New York : 
The Macmillan Co., 1902. Pp. x+ 3M- $1.75. 

The author realizes that the limits of his book — four lectures — 
necessitate the omission of several matters important to his theme. 
One cannot, however, but wish that in the attempt to show that in 
Acts "we have a truthful and trustworthy history," he had had a dif- 
ferent conception of the nature of a real proof of his thesis, and had 
accordingly given attention to several questions of vital importance. 
One can hardly be justified in assuming in such a discussion that 
several sections of Acts that would be pronounced legendary accord- 
ing to generally accepted historical standards are consistent with " a 
truthful and trustworthy history." Unless the word " history" be 
employed in some peculiar and unusual sense, such an assumption 
vitiates not a little of the argument of the book. 

That the crucial test of the credibility of Acts lies in the relation of 
the book to Paul's genuine epistles is substantially conceded by Dr. 
Chase. But he thinks that the discrepancies between Acts and the 
epistles that "do not admit of formal and complete reconciliation" 
are due either to gaps in the writer's knowledge or to " that change in 
perspective which fortunately comes with time." The " gaps " are so 
many and so great as to render the book anything but a complete his- 
tory of the period that it assumes to cover. It is evident that the 
omissions in a history may be of such a character as to make it untrust- 
worthy. The relations existing between Paul and James, Peter and 
John, that are vividly set forth in Galatians are not represented in Acts. 
Rather quite a different situation is implied. If the author of Acts was 
acquainted with Galatians, he has disregarded matters that are central 
and vital in the epistle. The two accounts of Paul's first visit to 
Jerusalem after his conversion (Acts 9:26-29; Gal. 1:17-24), are 
altogether irreconcilable. 

Dr. Chase devotes considerable space to a discussion of the 
speeches recorded in Acts, yet entirely fails to show that they are, or 
in the nature of the case could be, in any proper sense of the word, 
historical. The supposition of an " editing " of them by the writer, 
" if he did not invent them," does not go far toward establishing their 
authenticity. That he was a hearer of any of them is quite uncertain, 
in view of the well-grounded doubts of Luke's authorship of the book. 
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Moreover, due account has not been taken of the absence in Paul's 
speeches of the most distinctive doctrines of his genuine epistles, and 
of the expression of Pauline ideas in those of Peter. On the whole, 
"the change in perspective" that the author of Acts presents is of a 
quite different character from that assumed by Dr. Chase, and is by no 
means "fortunate" for the historical credibility of the book. 

Orello Cone. 
St. Lawrence University, 
New York. 

Rich and Poor in the New Testament. A Study of the Primi- 
tive Christian Doctrine of Earthly Possessions. By Orello 
Cone, D.D. New York : The Macmillan Company, 1902 
P.p. viii + 245. $1.50. 

As far as English and American thought is concerned, this volume 
is to be welcomed as almost a pioneer in method. A careful exegetical 
study of the teaching of Jesus in the synoptists and of the contents of 
the Pauline and other New Testament literature precedes constructive 
statements ; critical processes are often in evidence, as well as always 
clearly presupposed ; and the historical relations of New Testament 
thought with the messianic hopes of Judaism are recognized as criteria 
for discriminating between permanent and historico-formal elements 
in the teaching of Jesus and his followers. According to Dr. Cone, the 
"kingdom of God" is always an eschatological term, and the teaching 
of Jesus concerning wealth is not sociological but religious. In other 
words, his specific teaching is hardly other than an insistence uponthe 
duty of alms-giving and the difficulty to be experienced by men who 
have not dispossessed themselves of wealth in entering the kingdom. 
At the same time Dr. Cone distinguishes between two sets of sayings 
of Jesus (p. 87), the one messianic and the other ethical. This distinc- 
tion is certainly just, but, as applied by the author, does not give the 
best possible results. He too frequently fails to recognize the fact that 
the eschatological sayings embody ethical teachings, and even specific- 
ally concern wealth. This failure is particularly to be seen in his 
treatment of the parables. What, for instance, is the point of the par- 
able concerning Lazarus and the Rich Man if it is not this : Moses and 
the prophets teach a proper use of wealth so distinctly that he who dis- 
regards it would disregard the warning of the rich man fresh from the 
torments of hell. So, too, even his elaborate analysis of the parable 
of the Unjust Steward can hardly justify the destruction of the explicit 
teaching that the proper use of wealth lies in making one's self friends 



